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Hamilton Naturalists' Club Executive 1375-75 

Notes from the Editor's Desk 

Welcome to These New Members 

Events for November 

Audubon Wildlife Films etc. 

Resolution Respecting Cootes Paradise 
A Report from The Conservation Director 
A Canoe Trip Along the Missinaibi River 
Moosonee Field Trip, Sept. 12 - 16, 1S75 
The Harp Tree 

Italian Killing of Songbirds Looms 
Noteworthy Bird Records 


**************************************** 5V***»V*************>V***iVsV ************ 


MOTION RE ENDOWMENT FUN D 

At the Executive Meeting on September 22, 1975, it was 
moved by Jack Hanna , seconded by Larry Bird, that we transfer an 
amount equal to the number of Life Memberships multiplied by the 
annual fee for a Single Active Member from the Endowment Fund to 
the General Fund each year. Passed unanimously. 

THIS MOTION WILL BE PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERS AT THE GENERAL 


ME ETING ON NOVEMBER 10. 1975 . 
**************************************************************************** 


HAVE YOU PAID YOUR FEES FOR THE 1375-1376 SEASON? YOU HAVE. GREAT WE 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT. *********************************************** 
M EMBERSHIP FEES WERE DUE SEPTEMBER 1ST. THIS WILL BE THE LAST ISSUE O F THE ' 
WOOD DUC K UNLESS YOUR MEMBERSHIP HAS TEEN RENEWED. THEBE IS A REE X ON THE 
RAI LING LAPEL IF YOU HAVE FORGOTTEN TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP. 5E ARE HOPING 
FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT. 


Information re memberships is 


at the bottom of Page 53. 


******************* 
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Chauncey Wood, 251 Rosemary Lane, Ancaster, Cnt. L9G 2K6 
Marion Shivao, .. ilowanwood Ave,, Dun das, Grit. L9H 4E1 
James Dowall, 2.' Emerson St., Hamilton, Ont. LGS 2X2 

Larry Bird, Mount Hope, Ont. LOR 1WG 
Lawrence Gould, II Louth St., Hamilton, Ont. LGP 2W1 
Jo Ilarschnits, .<:■ Leslie Ave., Hamilton, Ont. L9C 1M3 


Evelyn Morris, 4 1 - 107 St. Joseph’s Dr., Hamilton,L8N 2G1 
Don MacLennan, 1455 Moss Glen Rd., Burlington, Ont. L7P 2C2 
Marion Shivas, I. Rowanwood Ave., Duncas, Gnt. L9H 4E1 
Robert MacLaren, 79 Elmhurst Dr., Hamilton, Ont. L8T 1C5 
Paul Eagles, 5"2 Elgin St. N., Cambridge, Ont. N1R 6A1 
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NOTES FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK 


Many thanks to Mabel and Bob Stamp for taking care of the Coffee and Donut 
Hour at the October General Meeting. It is great to see so many folk staying to 
get acquainted. We still need volunteers to help out in the new year. Joan Peters 
would be pleased to hear from you if you could lend a hand. 

Don't forget to wear your name tags during the Coffee Hour. I, for one, have 
a problem remembering names and I really appreciate being able to connect the names 
that I see so often on the Wood Duck mailing labels with actual people. 

DEADLI NE CHANGES - The 1st of each month as a deadline for material to be 
included in the following month's Hood Duck is working vary well. Because of the 
uncertainties in our present postal system, I attempt to deliver this material to 
Edith Lawrence in Bronte early in the first week of the monte so that she will be 
able to cut stencils without having the press deadline looming close. 

We are finding, however, that the 15th of the month as a ceadline for the 
submitting of the Noteworthy Bird Racorr.s coes not give George North sufficient 
time to tabulate the material and type she stencils before press deadline. There¬ 
fore, wfi e_ changing the deadline f or su bmission of bird reco rds to the 10th of 
the month . Birders, you can help us greatly by sending your reports to George 
promptly, he do appreciate your contribution to this section of the bulletin. 

Press deadline is the beginning of the third week in the month and the 
collating and mailing is done the last week. If all goes according to plan, your 
Wood Duck should be on the way to you by the 1st of each month. Do help us to meet 
the deadlines we have set for ourselves. 

Sincere thanks to Trevor Trueman for providing the report on the Moosonee 
Field Trip before he returned to England. It has been great having you associated 
with the club Trevor and we wish you well. Hopefully the Wood Duck will continue 
to reach you intact. 
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WELCOME TO THESE MEW MEMBERS 

Mrs W. Fortes, 4505 Spruce St., Burlington, Ont, L7L 1M5 
Alastair Inman, 3 SanDiego Court, Hamilton, Ont. 

Paul John, 21 Karen Crescent, Hamilton, Ont. 

Don Ridout, 2103 Corrigan Drive, Mississauga, Ont. 

Hans and Gudrun Schulte, 28 Tweedsmuir, Dundas Ont. L9H 4H5. 

Michael Shulte " " " 

Nina Shulte " " " (At age 4, our younges 

Miss Sue Shepherd, 710 - 690 Regency Court, Burlington, Ont. member) 

Mrs. Ellen Wall, R. R. # 3 Puslinch, Ont. 

************** 

******** 

** 


EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER 


******************************************************************************* 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


MONTHLY GENERAL MEETING 


* Date and Time: MONDAY. NOVEMBER 10. 1975 at 8;00 P.M., 

* 


Speaker: 


* Place: 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 
Plains Road West, Burlington, Ontario. 

PROFESSOR KEITH RONALD of the University of Guelph. His 
topic will be 

"LIFE & DEATH OF A HARP SEAL" 

Do not miss this meeting. 


* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 


* VISITORS ARE WELCOME 


STAY FOR FELLOWSHIP AND REFRESHMENTS * 


*********^Mr*****^*************************************vV******************** 


CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS CLUB FIELD EVENTS 

SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 2, 1975 

FALL BIRD COUNT - Come out and fake part in this club venture. It is 
not necessary to be an expert. There is no fee. Volunteers are needed 
so call Alan for a territory. At j: 30 p.m. meet at the Ponoerosa Steak- 
house, 701 Queenston Road. Results will be compiled during the supper 
hour. 

Leader: Mr. Alan Wormington Hamilton 527-o944 


************ 


SUNDAY. NOVEMBER 16. 1975 at 8:00 A.M. 

BIRDS ALONG THE NIAGARA R IVER - If you have difficulty picking out the 
rarities in a flock of gulls, don't miss this opportunity. Meet at the 
Greater Hamilton Shopping Centre, Kenilworth entrance. Dress warmly. 
Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Mr, Bob Curry Ancaster 648-6895 



CLUB EVENTS - continued 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1975 at 9:00 A.M. 

BIRDS ALONG THE SHORES OF LAKE ONTARIO - Meet at the Greater Hamilton 
Shopping Centre, Kenilworth entrance. Bring a lunch. 

Leader: Mr. Mark Jennings Burlington 637-6618 


******** 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1975 at 8:00 P.M. 

Put a circle around this date. Dr. Peter Peach of Brock University, 

St. Catharines, is making a return visit to our club with his illustrated 
lecture, " ICELAND" . Place- Royal Botanical Gardens Headquarters Building. 

******************************************** 

**************** 

AUDUBON WILDLIFE FILMS 


The Royal Botanical Gardens is sponsoring a series of four films. Season tickets 
are obtainable from the R. B. G. by phoning 527-1158. Since the films will be 
shown at Gardens' Headquarters where seating is limited, tickets should be 
purchased as soon as possible. 


Sunday, November 2nd, at 2:00 p.m. 

Thursday, December 4th at 8:00 p.m. 
Monday, January 26, 1976 at 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, February 17th at 8:00 p.m. 


'PAPUA NEW GUINEA - TWILIGHT OF EDEN' 

- Greg McMillan 

"ADVENTURE HIGH ARCTIC' - Edgar T. Jones 
'WILDLIFE SAFARI TO ETHIOPIA' 

- Jeffery Boswall 

'BERMUDA LAND AND SEA' - William Jahodc 


$3.25 for members of the R, B. G. 

$4.25 for nan-members 

$3.00 for students and children 


.t .1. .ti A A A 
?W» A A A A A 4 * A A 

NATIVE TREE IDENTIFICATION SHORT COURSE AT THE ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS 


The late fall sessions of this short course on the field identification of 
native trees by bud, twig and bark will include a field trip on Saturday, Nov. 29 
followed by an evening indoor session on Monday, Dec. 1. Meet at Gardens' Head¬ 
quarters. Saturday field trip 9:30 a.m, . Monday indoor session- 7:30 p.m.. 
Leader: Dr. Peter Rice. 


********************************************* 


WANTING TO GO ON A TRIP? 

Ontario Nature Tours, 6372 Montrose Rd. , Niagara Falls, Ontario L2I1 1L6, 
offers a variety of natural history tours. 

Nov. 2.2 - Nov. 30 - Southern California 

Dec. 3 - Dec. 7 - Niagara River Bird Life 

Dec. 21 - Jan. 3, 1976 - Hawaii Calls 

Dec. 25 - Jan. 3, 1976 - The Everglades & South Florida 

Feb. 4 - Feb. 12 (approx.)Bermuda Nature Tour 
Trinidad & Tobago, a Caribbean Cruise,Coastal Texas, Northern Mexico, Southeaster) 
Arizona, Great Smokies , Birding in Britain are a few of the tours planned . 

Write for information. 



RESOLUTION PRESENTED AND ACCEPTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING OP 


THE HAMILTON NATURALISTS 1 CLUB, MAY 12, 1975 

Moved by "L. Bird' 1 ' Seconded by ''D.H. Babb" 

That the following RESOLUTION RESPECTING COPTER'S PARADISE be accepted by the Meeting: 

WHEREAS Coote’ s Paradise was decreed a Crown Game Preserve by the Provincial Govern— 
"ment of Onatario in 1927 a at the instigation of the predecessor of our Society, the 
Hamilton Bird Protection Society, and has, since that time, been administered and 
developed with nature trails and plantings by the Royal Botanical Gardens, 

AND WHEREAS the contrast of the beauty of the Western Entrance to Hamilton with the 
industrialized face of the Eastern Entrance to the City is glaringly evident,; 

AND WHEREAS the water quality in Coote ? s Paradise has been severely depleted by dumping 
of sewage effluent, and poisonous substances, resulting in the loss of plant communitic 
formerly there, and harmful effects on the wildlife and eco-system of the area.; 

AND WHEREAS a marsh such as Coote * s Paradise is an irreplaceable natural community of 
plants and animals, affording in our area unparalleled opportunities for the public 
to observe at first hand the delicate inter-relationships evident in the study of 
natural history; 

AND WHEREAS for the sake of expediency, natural areas are being unduly sacrificed, 

AND WHEREAS Coote*s Paradise has already been grossly abused by indiscriminate 
pollution; 

AND WHEREAS the established trails in Coote*s Paradise, if judiciously used and 
protected, provide respite from the daily stresses inherent in life today, 

AND WHEREAS the water within Coote ’ s Paradise marsh should be free from disturbance 
by motorized boats, water-skiing, etc., to embrace the sanctuary atmosphere so 
necessary to wildlife; 

AND WHEREAS the Hamilton Region Conservation Authority and the Royal Botanical Gardens 
have made comprehensive submissions concerned with water-quality goals, to which we 
wholeheartedly subscribe; 

AND WHEREAS we recognize the needs of the Town of Dundas for improved and updated 
sewage facilities; 

THEREFORE.BE IT RESOLVED that the Hamilton Naturalists* Club petitions the Regional 
Municipality of Hamilton-Wentworth and the Ministry of the Environment, to restore and 
preserve Coote*s Paradise at all costs; and to proceed, with the least possible delay, 
on a study to determine the existing water quality, to measure the current pollution 
inputs and to predict the effect of removing these inputs, on Coote*s paradise water 1 <, 
quality; and to establish water quality goals for Coote*s Paradise on the basis of 
long-term plans. 

ACCEPTED BY A QUORUM OP Members of the Hamilton Naturalists’ 

Club, present at the Annual Meeting of the Society, held at 
the Headquarters Building of the Royal Botanical Gardens, 

Burlington, Ontario,on Monday, the twelfth day of May, one 
thousand nine hundred and seventy-five. 

.J..Harschnitz 

Secretary 


Marion t S._Shiyas 
President 





A REPORT FROM THE CONSERVATION DIRECTOR 


The executive of the H.N.C. decided earlier this year to provide input into 
the policy formulation stage of the new Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Plan. Paul 
Eagles presented the information to the club membership at the annual meeting in 
May and received approval to proceed. Since that time the club has sent the 
following letter to every politician and municipal clerk in the region. 

The response has been good with several townships approving the Ideas that 
we presented. On September 11th Paul Eagles, our Director of Conservation, along 
with Robert Smith, the President of the Hamilton Federation of Environmental Groups 
and Dr. McNut, the treasurer of C.H.O.P., met with Mr. Bailey, the Hamilton-Wentworth 
Region Commissioner of Planning and several members of his staff. At that time the 
planners announced that they had started to look for the highest quality natural 
areas. They had tentatively designated l \'J areas. 

In the near future this inventory will cometo the H.N.C. and it will be our 
opportunity to use the special knowledge that we have. This is an excellent oppor¬ 
tunity for us to assist in the saving of the remaining natural areas in our region. 

In early October, at the urging of our Burlington members, the H.N.C. and 
the South Peel Naturalist Club together, approached the Halton Regional Government 
with the same ideas. 

If you feel that you have knowledge that can help save the natural areas in 
the Hamilton and Halton Regions please step forward. Contact any member of your 
executive and particularly Dr* Bert McLaren 3 Dr. Jack Hanna or Paul Eagles 3 who 
are deeply involved. We especially want information regarding the presence of rare 
or endangered plants, animals and birds. 


COPY OF THE LETTER SENT TO EVERY POLITICIAN AND MUNICIPAL CLERK IN THE REGION 
Dear Sir, 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club recently celebrated the anniversary of its 
55th year of operation in the Hamilton area. Throughout that time the club has 
worked towards the ends of environmental conservation. We are seeing the effects_ 
of population increase and the resultant urbanization as many unique and beautlfu 1 . 
natural areas disappear for all time, and the environmental quality of the region 
continues to decline. 

Nevertheless, the Hamilton-Wentworth region still contains several unique 
and interesting natural areas that themselves contain rare and unique species of , 
plants and animals. We want to see these areas protected from destruction 

Recently, Mr. Mark B. Stagg, Director of Planning for the Regional Municipal¬ 
ity of Waterloo submitted a very interesting proposal to the Committee of the whole 
of the Regional Council of Waterloo. This plan outlines the environmentally 
sensitive policy areas that are contained within the Waterloo Region. 

These areas are high-quality natural communities that have various 
characteristics which make them unique within the Waterloo Region. Mr. Stagg 
mentioned in his letter of introduction to the regional council that’ 'The mainten¬ 
ance of these areas in their natural state is essential for the preservation of^ 
existing plant and animal diversity." When passed by regional council, the environ- 
merit ally-sensitive policy areas will be given a protective designation within he 
framework of the regional official policies plan. 
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(continued) 

Copy of the letter sent to every politician and municipal clerk in the region 


The environmentally* sensitive policy areas were outlined and researched 
by members of the public, private consultants, biologists from the University of 
Waterloo and Sir Wilfred Laurier University, planners of the Waterloo Region, the 
chairman and members of the Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committee. The 
final proposals were submitted for approval to the regional council. This last 
step is now in process. This is a trendsetting move by the planners and politicians 
of the Waterloo Region and it will certainly produce for them, an important and 
well-remembered place in the history of municipal environmental planning. The 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club is pleased to see the good government that is exemplified 
by this directional thrust of the Waterloo Region. We want to see equally good, or 
better policies in the Hamilton-Wentworth Region. 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club wishes to make two direct proposals to the 
Hamilton-Wentworth Regional Government. 

These are: 

Number One: That an Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committee be set 
up within the framework of the Hamilton--Wentworth regional government. That this 
committee have responsibility for co-ordinating environmental concerns within the 
region and that the committee be composed of professional biologists, planners, 
environmentalists, members of concerned government agencies, and members of the 
general public. 

Number Two: That the Ecological and Environmental Advisory Committee along 
with the regional planning staff be directed to identify the environmentally 
sensitive areas within the Hamilton-Wentworth Region and recommend measures to 
ensure their protection. 

A regional government thrust of this type is vital if the remaining natural 
environments within our area are to be saved from destruction within the next few 
years. We have no doubt that the many individuals and organizations, such as the 
Hamilton Naturalists' Club, will donate information towards the establishment of 
this planning thrust. 

We implore you to consider this proposal carefully. The future of our nature, 
environment in the Hamilton-Wentworth Region depends upon it. 

Sincerely yours. 


Marion Shivas 
(President) 

***************** 

****** 


BECKETT GALLERY BECOMES FIRST WILDLIF E GALLERY IN CANADA ********************* 

Canadians who love both fine art and wildlife will have their first 
opportunity to collect works by outstanding wildlife artists tnis -'-all. 

Bachetfc Gallery, James St. S., in Hamilton, is launching the first wildlif, 
gallery of art in Canada. The gallery will be officially opened on Saturday, 
November Z, by Mayor Victor Copps. 

Among those whose works will be available are such prominent artists as 
Robert Bateman, Fenwick Landsdowne, Gary Lowes, Frank Panabaker, Terry Shortt, 
and many others. 
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A CANOE TRIP ALONG THE MISSINAIBI RIVER 

(at the end of August) - by Derek Ludkln 

Exposing emotionally disturbed teenage boys to a wilderness canoeing 
experience gave rise to the opportunity for me to take part in a 210 mile canoe 
trip along the missinaibi and Moose Rivers, from Mattice on Highway 11 to Monsonee. 

I work as a Child Care Worker at Mount St. Joseph Centre - Canada House. We felt 
that such an excursion would "gently coerce" the boys to draw on strengths within 
themselves and between themselves to develop as more competent and aware individuals. 
The therapeutic angle aside — it was a prime opportunity for me to explore a part 
of Ontario I'd never seen before and (most important) give me a chance to do some 
northern bird-watching. 


For the first four days (and forty—five miles) the river headed pretty well 
due North through Precambrian Shield Rock and, from a canoeing standpoint was 
technically the most difficult with numerous rapids and falls (a couple over 20 
feet high). The river's condition was further complicated by low water as a result 
of lack of rain throughout the summer - the river, rather than being a consistent 
scooped out basin, is more like a series of plateaus, with one dropping down to the 
other through a rapids or (because of the water depth) through shallow riffles or 
gravel bars. Consequently we were constantly going from side to side searching out 
the deepest flow; often we would be on one side and see directly beside us fifty 
yards over a water plateau one to two feet lower than we were. In this section 
twice we had to free a canoe caught broadside in a rapids against a rock and had to 

tors ° U i fr ° m capsizlng once > add four portages totalling a little over six miles 
i-H 1 | 1 ^ eS drdn S all the gear over in two trips) and one can understand why I 
didn t spend too much time bird-watching. However, some I saw were: Common Goldeneyes 
Common ana Hooded Mergansers, Great Blue Herons, Sharp-Shinned and Broad-winged 
Hawks, Ospreys, Spotted, Semipalmated and Solitary Sandpipers, Lesser Yellowlegs, 
erring Galls, Nighthawks, Kingfishers, Flickers, Barn and Bank Swallows, Blue Jays, 
Ravens, Robins, Hermit and Swainson's Thrushes, Cedar Waxwings. Yellow-rumped 
warblers, Ovenbirds, Pine Grosbeaks, Pine Siskins, White-throated and Song Sparrows. 

The river banks abounded with tracks, especially those of beaver, bear, moose 
(some twice as large as the tracks of domestic cattle) and wolf (one set was 
considerably larger than a Saint Bernard's). 

One afternoon we came upon a small brown animal swimming about forty yards 
rom shore - apparently heading for the other shore which would have been about 
another hundred yards through good current. On our approach it headed back to shore; 
as we got closer we saw that it was a mink who obliged our photographers by climbing 
out on a rock and letting us approach within twenty feet. It didn't appear parti¬ 
cularly disturbed by us and, on our departure, casually clambered ashore and 
disappeared in the bush. 


M ,, , At about the forty-five mile mark of our trip, the river swings to the 

Northeast and enters the Hudson Bay Lowlands - sometimes called "the largest bog in 
the world .As I hadn't studied up on the geography of Northern Ontario before 
leaving Hamilton, this new topography came as quite a surprise. I would like to 
quote verbatim from a pamphlet called "The Land of the Cree" distributed by the 
Ministry of Natural Resources, which gives an excellent description of and geological 
explanation of this area: & 


The ’Great Muskeg" surrounds the bottom of James Bay and extends Northward 
some bOO miles to the Southwestern coast of Hudson Bay. It is a plain 
that slopes gently towards James and Hudson Bays, extending inland from 
their coasts from 40 to 240 miles. Most of the land has a°coveSng o? wet 
peat moss resulting from poor drainage and cold, wet climatic conditions. 
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A Canoe Trip Along the Mi ss inaibi River Continued) 

Originally the Lowlands were high and dry. Precambrian rocks, the world’s 
oldest, formed its land surface. But this sank below sea level and the 
sea came in from the north. In the shallow seas, which must have been 
quite warm in those days, creatures such as reef forming corals and molluscs 
flourished. Through ages of time, the corals, other coral reef life, 
molluscs and other shell creatures slowly built up limey deposits from 
the bottom. These became the Paleozoic limestones that today underlie 
most of the Lowlands. Drills exploring for oil around James Bay have gone 
down over 1500 feet before coming to the old Precambrian surface that sank 
below the sea ages and ages ago. 

Later, after mile-high mountains of glacial ice bulldozed across this land, 
it was again covered by a shallow sea. This sea, the Tyrell Sea, deposited 
a layer of gooey clay on its bottom. This is the mud that gets deposited 
on your feet when you walk at the edge of the Moose River (and parts of the 
Missinaibi). 

As time passed, the Lowlands, released from the weight of glacial Ice, 
began to rise. Now a succession of ancient sand and gravel coastal 
beaches can be observed from the air to a distance of 150 miles from 
the present coast. 

Mixed spruce and poplar forest occupy the better drained sites along the 
rivers, which have a canal-like character. As you move away from the 
river drainage, the forest gradually thins out to open bog with hummocks 
of stunted black spruce and tamarack and hollows of sedges and cotton- 
grass. Sphagnum moss carpets the ground. Pools are frequent and, in 
some areas, there are extensive small, deep ponds with many islands and 
peninsulas which provide important breeding sites for Canada Geese. 

The string bogs, when viewed from the air, are a striking feature of 
the Lowlands. There are alternating low vegetated ridges and long 
narrow pools which lie crosswise to the slight slope of the land surface." 

Even to the uninformed canoeist, the change in topography was very notice¬ 
able. The river was now bordered by high banks of clay and the predominant tree 
was the balsam poplar, whereas before the banks were usually Precambrian Shield 
Rock covered with spruce (although some pure stands of birch and poplar were 
obsered). 


This section of the Missinaibi made a tremendous impression on me - for 
the first time in my life I was in "the middle of nowhere"; no television aerials, 
no electrical wires, no telephone poles - just unspoiled forest, pure air, and 
fantastic silence. Sound carried a long way; at one point we were canoeing an 
easy flowing stretch - straight paddling, no riffles or rapids - when we heard 
this noise three times but a careful scrutiny of the banks and course ahead turned 
up no disturbance in the water. Finally under a far bank half a mile ahead, we 
discovered the "waterfalls" - a flock of at least 75 immature Common Mergansers 
running across the surface. 

We continued to see tracks along the shore but managed to see only beavers 
and a pair of otters who were cavorting on the steep clay banks. Both these animals 
allowed approaches within 20 yards. 

The ornithological highlight of this section would have to be the sighting 
of seven Sandhill Cranes - a first for me. 

# At about the 150 mile mark (from Highway 11) the Missinaibi meets the 
Mattagami River to form the Moose River. One is now overwhelmed by the width of 
the river and the tremendous flatness of the country (the horizons seemed to 
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A canoe Trip Along the Missinai bi R iver (continued) 

extend endlessly in front and behind). The immensity of the Moose is awe inspring 
to one canoeing in the middle of it - you get the feeling; "so much water, such 
power 51 . So, when we ran aground in two inches of water in the middle of the river, 
we were greatly confused; and when we ended up having to drag our canoes through 
these shallows until 11:00 o'clock at night, in order to reach an island to camp on, 
we were even more greatly confused and angrily frustrated. I mentioned before that 
the water levels generally were low but evidently a lot of water was being held up 
in power aams on the Mattagami (and Abitibi) as a reserve against a potential short¬ 
age in October. 

I now began to see shore birds in greater numbers but never in the large 
flocks I was hoping for; also, the variety was limited. As I was quite confident of 
getting to Moosonee now, I canoed a little less and took time to wander the shoals 
and gravel bars extending out from the shore. However, Greater and Lesser Yellow- 
legs, Least Sandpipers, Semipalmated Sandpipers, Spotted Sandpipers, Semipalmated 
Plovers and Killdeer were the only shore birds to be seen. (Pherhaps I was too 
early co see any large flocks of southbound migrants; however, I've since seen 
shore birds at Mountsberg Dam and Rock Point Provincial Park on Lake Erie and I have 
to wonder if maybe it was a poor breeding year. Or maybe the birds have been saving 
themselves xor the H.N.C. trip to Moosonee in mid September.) 

Early one morning I watched a Sharp-Shinned Hawk hunting. It quickly over¬ 
took a Kingfisher (which was about the same size) and maintained a position directly 
over it. However, the Kingfisher's flight pattern of several strong strokes inter¬ 
spersed with a flutter seemed to confuse the hawk and it flew off without striking. 
Several minutes later, I watched it swoop over a shoal and frighten up a Greater 
Yellowlegs, the hawk quickly overtook it and swooped for the kill; at the last moment 
the Yellowledgs just dropped and tumbled into the water. The hawk kept going and the 
unnerved Yellowlegs flew off to a "safer" shoal. 

That same day a group of "nervous" Ravens drew my attention; the reason for 
their agitation soon became apparent; a Marsh Hawk was cruising low over the trees 
and, on several occasions, dropped down through the branches in an unsuccessful 
attempt to catch one. Unlike the "lumbering" Red-tailed Hawk of this area, which 
must complacently sit through harassment by Crows, the Marsh Hawk is so maneouvreable 
that it keeps the Ravens and Crows away. 


At last Moosonee appeared on the far horizon and we pulled hard for civili¬ 
zation but, because of buffeting side winds and adverse tidal currents, it took us 
abouc five hours to do the last five miles. For the next two days we relaxed, 
wandered around Moosonee and Moose Factory, and explored the Islands and water 
courses around Tidewater Provincial Park (which is on an island in the middle of the 
river; cost: $ 2.00 per night) armed with a check list of the plants (120 species) 
and birds (177 species) of the area. These lists are available from the Department 
of Natural Resources in Moosonee. I'm no botanist; but of the 177 potential birds, 
we saw about sixty including: Ospreys, Sandhill Cranes, Boreal Chickadees, Tennessee 
Warblers, Northern Waterthrush, Swamp Sparrows and Lincoln's Sparrows. 


Our final day was soon upon us and we made our last portage down the main 
street of Moosonee to the train station. If you are transporting canoes, you have 
to take a mixed passenger-freight train (the "Baby Bear") which makes frequent stops 
along the route; total trip took 6^ hours to Cockrane. We thus had ample time to 
survey the muskeg: along any rivers there were good stands of spruce and poplar but 
otherwise there were only stunted spruce and tamarack. "Only three to six feet in 
height, some of these trees are 200 years old" - Polar Bear Express pamphlet. 

Cochrane at last and the long drive home - behind us, a tremendous wilderness 
experience. 
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MOOSOMEE FIELD TRIP, SEPT. 12 - 16, 197 5 

by Trevor Trueman 

Participants; - Keith Burke, Norm Chesterfield, Helen Cappadocia, Bob Finlayson, 
Lyndsay Hylton, Mark Jennings, Dan and Kevin McLaughlin, Trevor Trueman, Phil Walker 
Kip Wallace, Organizer - Alan Worrcington. 

The trip began in various ways - by train, car and plane. At dawn on the 12t 
several sleepy individuals emerged stiffly into the cold from two cars in Fraserdale 
to see a Sora Rail , a few late warblers ( Palm, T ennessee , Myrtle ) and , in amongst 
the houses, both Gold en and B lack - bellied. Pl over and about 100 Water Pipits . Fraser¬ 
dale, a Hydro Station 84 miles north of Cochrane, is the most northerly point on the 
line to Moosonee which can be reached by road. 

The train was on time for a change (necessitating a rather rushed loading job 
and the Fraserdale party joined those who had journeyed by rail and road from 
Hamilton, Two Spruce Grouse in flight were luckily seen from the train by Keith and 
Alan, 


In Moosonee - after a time on the dock producing Cliff Swallow and three 
Yellow Warblers (the first of many),a mound of luggage and our shivering birders 
boarded two open boats for the Ship Sands Island area. This is about 10 miles north 
of Moosonee at the entry of the Moose Paver into James Bay. The boat journey was wet 
and windy with good views of B ittern and Osprey . A Great Blue Heron was seen the 
first of several times - a bird not often found in the area. The outward journey 
ended an hour before dusk by a creek on which several "Indian families were camping. 
(We were later to look on their pot-bellied stoves with envy.) A rather haphazard 
cooking session and an unsuccessful listen for Yellow Rail were followed by a cool 
dry night. 

Dawn was met with the sound of chattering teeth and the fumbling of pots and 
pans as we emerged from the icy tents. The well-equipped ladies had already put us 
disorganised men to shame. Most of the party then set off north west over the 
marshy fields of the James Bay barrens between the boreal forest with its apron of 
small willows and the mud flats which were slowly being exposed as the tide receded. 
Initial highlights in the early drizzle and snow were Grey-cheeked Thrush , exception 
al views of Merlin and Short-ea re d Ow l and the numbers of Golden Plover (2000) , 

Water Pipits (200), Savannah Sparrow (2000) and Horned Lark (2000) among which were 
interspersed 100 Lapland Longspurs . For many of us this was the first opportunity to 
observe Longspurs at close range and I, for one, found them surprisingly attractive 
with many subtle colour contrasts. On the mud flats Arctic Tern , White-rumped Sand ¬ 
piper and 5'.0 1-Iudsonian Godwits were tame and afforded splendid views. A few of the 
party were lucky enough to observe a Red Phalarope at twenty feet as it spun and 
dipped oblivious of the observers and of the fact it was the first ever to be seen 
in the Moosonee area. The rest of the group were simultaneously watching its 
slender-billed cousin - a Northern Phalarope - approximately half a mile inshore. 

By this time some 10,000 Snow and Blue Geese had been counted in flight and 
a group of SC00 was now approached as we prepared to return to camp via the willows. 
As they flew we were pleased to see them avoid the scattered and rather frustrated 
hunters. Long interlacing echelons of cackling geese must surely be amongst the 
most magical experiences of birding, especially in the desolation of James Bay. 

The weary and , by now, scattered party flushed several Le Conte's and S harp¬ 
tailed Sparrows at the edge of the willows. A few were fortunate to flush an 
immature Yellow Rai l - surpisingly dark with the diagnostic wing patches easily seen 
Several Yellow Warblers were again seen - puzzling considering the paucity of 


(continued on next page 
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MOOSONEE FIELD TRIP, SEPT. 12 - 16 , 1975 (continued) 

September sightings in Southern Ontario. A migrating Nighthawk looked a little out 
of place in such inclement weather. Our exhausted crew, by this time wet again, 
cooked hurriedly in the rain and retired early. 

The morning of the 14th. was warmer and a brief sortie southward before the 
return boat trip revealed Goshawk and S late and out-of-range Bobolinks . Another 
young Yellow Rail was flushed. Back in Moosonee , hot showers and restaurant meals 
were welcomed by all. 

In the afternoon, while one group enjoyed seeing a stray Mourning Dov e, 
Northern Three-toed Woodpecker , Scarlet Tanager and Wilson's Warb1er on the north 
side of Moosonee,five others were rewarded for awaiting a boat to Moose Factory, by 
a juvenile Mockingbird and 2 Scarlet Tanagers. The Mockingbird was perched forlorn 
and still in a garden richly foliages with Mountain Ash, Maple and several southern 
shrubs. 

The next morning, after a refreshing night in the hotel, an early foray . 
around Moosonee produced a gamut of warblers - Black and White , Tennessee, Nashville 
Yellow, Magnolia , Myrtle, Mourning , Ysllowt hroat Redstart and Ovenbird . A Chestnut ¬ 
sided Warbler was one of the least likely birds of the trip - being so far north of 
its range. Least Flycatcher , Solitar y and Red-eyed Vireo were also seen. Back in 
town superb views of two female Merlins were to be had as they chased and twisted 
after eaca other along the main street. 

Following breakfast, scattered groups walked south over the only long road 
(all 8 miles of it) in Moosonee, Northern Shrike , several Grey Jays , Boreal and 
Black-capped Chicadees and a profusion of Lincoln's Sparrows were seen. Some con¬ 
tinued along the road while others caught up with the Mockingbird in Moose Factory. 

A Hawk Owl - an odd looking bird with its long tail and plump body - was spotted, 
sitting near the top of a Black Spruce , further down the road. With the aid of a 
taxi and a pile of stones to mark the spot, all of the party later enjoyed good 
views of this bird with exception of those who had left Moosonee by plane that after 
noon. 


The excitement x^as over, \oa thought, as we rested in the hotel that evening. 
A Hummingbird shot past Bob and Keith's windox* and xtfithin minutes the streets were 
milling with birders watching the three flox^er-bearing gardens in Moosonee. We met 
with no success but the owner of the largest garden described a dull brick-red 
Hummingbird feeding at his flox>jers over the previous three or four days. This 
description and the timing of the sighting would suggest that the bird was a 
Rufous Hummingbird of xdiich there are only two records for Ontario. The local 
inhabitants were nonplussed to see strangely dressed southerners watching flowers 
from dawn the next morning until the train arrived. The Hummingbird did not appear 
but those who x^ere up x^ere rewarded by the sight of a Sandhill Crane flying over 
the Moose River. 

Nothing of note x^as seen from the train except a Black-backed Three-toed 
Woodpeg keg st Moosonee Station. * 

The remaining spectacle of the trip xjas the fall colours at their height 
between Hex? Liskard and North Bay. This almost fluorescent beauty is one of many 
Canadian experiences, the memories of which I xvi11 long enjoy when back in England. 

Moosonee, September 1975, xjas an unquestionable success for all participants 
both the expert birders and those xAao were new to the birds of the area, A total 


(continued on next page 
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F&QSONEE FIED TRIP, SEPT. 12-16, 1975 (continued) 

of 112 species was seen. The number and variety of late and out of range migrants 
was fascinating and somewhat perplexing. Obviously range maps are not complete but 
this does not account for most of the interesting records. Hopefully further trips 
will be made to Moosonee. 1 am sure they will be well supported. 

Species seen but not noted were; - Canada Goose, Mallard, Black Duck, Pintail, 
Green-winged Teal, Widgeon, Lesser Scaup, Goldeneye, Bufflehead, Sharp-shinned Hawk 
Red-tailed Hawk,Rough-legged Hawk, Marsh Hawk, Kestrel, Semipalmated Plover, 
Killdeer, Ruddy Turnstone, Snipe, Spotted Sandpiper, Greater Yellowlegs, Knot, 
Pectoral Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, Dunlin, Semipalmated Sandpiper, Sanderling, 
Herring Gull, Ring-billed Gull, Kingfisher, Flicker, Hairy Woodpecker, Downy Wood¬ 
pecker, Raven, Crow, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Brown Creeper, Winter Wren, Robin, 
Hermit Thrush, Swainson's Thrush, Golden -crowned Kinglet, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, 
Cedar Waxwing, Starling, House Sparrow, Red-winged Blackbird, Rusty Blackbird, 
Grackle, Redpoll, Pine Siskin, Goldfinch, Slate-coloured Junco, Tree Sparrow, 
Chipping Sparrow, White-crowned Sparrow, White-throated Sparrow, Fox Sparrow, Swamp 
Sparrow, Song Sparrow. 

* Those who left the train at Fraserdale detached their telephoto lenses to get 
full frame shots of a dumbfounded ;juvenile Sandhill Crane wandering over the lawns. 

* * * A -k * i< A * i; * * vV * * * * * * i; * A A * * * * * A * it * 


THE HARP TREE by A. N. Butwick 

Situated on a knoll adjacent to No. 7 Highway and about one and a half miles 
past Norwood (Peterborough) stands an unusual American Elm (Ulmus americana). Can¬ 
delabrum in shape and resembling another elm that was located at the corner of 
Thorold Stone P^oad and Town Line, Thorold, it has attracted numerous passersby and 
also has bean illustrated in several U. S. magazines. 

According to the owner, this tree in its youth was split down the middle by 
a severe ice storm and though badly crippled, it gradually recovered but developed 
into an unusual shape. The main trunk has a girth of 12 ft. 8 in. breast height 
after which it splits up into two main trunks or branches growing out horizontally 
and then downwards like arms half raised. The southern arm close to the main trunl 
has a circumference of 6 ft. and dips to xd.thin 3 feet of the ground before rising 
upxtfards. The north arm has a circumference of 7 ft. 8 in. and does not drop as 
low. Instead the branch forks before rising again. Betxtfeen these txro are five 
other leaders approximately with a diameter of 10 in. , giving the tree an 
average crown spread of 67.5 ft. and a height of 63.6 ft. 

Its estimated age is at least 100 years and while some trunk decay has taken 
place at the crotch, it is still in reasonably good condition. Known locally as 
the Harp Tree, it has long been a landmark and is X'jorth a stop when passing 
through that area (east end) to Madoc and points east. 

*^**ttttA*tt**Wrfi****AJf*******Jt* 

MEMBERSHIPS IN THE H AMILTON NATURALISTS'CLUB ARENOW DUE. Life $100.00, 
Contributing $10.00, Active $5.00, Joint (husband and wife) $6.00. Student 
member (over 18) $2.00, Junior (under 18) $1.00, Corresponding (residing over 
20 miles from Hamilton) $2,50. Meetings are held monthly September to May 
inclusive and the Wood Duck is mailed free to members. It is published nine 
times yearly. 

YOU ARE MOVING? PLEASE INFORM US OF Y0UE CHANGE OF ADDRESS. 

Xtfill not forward the Wood Duck. 


The Post Office 
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ITALIAN KILLING OF SONGBIRDS LOOMS 

by David Willey 

Special to The Christian Science Monitor - Rome Wednesday, July 23, 1975 

Italy is about to put its stamp of approval on the killing of as many as 40 
million songbirds. 

A new law for "protection of fauna and the regulation of hunting, shooting, 
and fishing" is being drafted by a committee of the Italian Senate. But the law, in 
fact, would sanction the practice of shooting migratory birds that fly across Italy 
on their way south to the warmer climate of the Mediterranean and North Africa every 
fall. 


The Italian branch of the World Wildlife Fund as well as ornithologists and 
conservationists have protested vigorously for years at the indiscriminate netting 
of small birds that are used as bait for the killing of larger species, such as the 
thrush. 


(The captured smaller birds, such as finches, are placed in batteries of cages 
that are hidden in wooded areas while hunters wait under cover nearby. When the 
migratory birds arrive, they are attracted by the sounds of the caged birds and are 
drawn within range of the unters' guns.) 

But Italy's thousands of licensed, and unlicensed, hunters have formed a 
powerful parliamentary lobby to protect their so called sport. Manufacturers of 
guns and ammunition also have pressured politicians of virtually every party to help 
ensure that the killing of birds can continue. 

Even the denunciation last February by the European Parliament In Strasbourg, 
France, of the killing of such birds in Italy has failed to check it. 

Over large areas of northern Italy (and southern France) small birds are 
considered a culinary delicacy, and there is a steady demand for songbird meat. This 
is particularly popular in the Communist strongholds of Tuscany and Emilia-Romagna in 
Italy, which may account for the fact that the new legislation has the approval of 
Communist senators, who perhaps fear the loss of support of the hunting fraternity if 
they should oppose the "sport." 

E Ever since the Fascist dictatorship, hunters in Italy have tended to get their 

way when in conflict with other special-interest groups. Article 842 of the Italian 
civil code, which dates back to Mussolini's heyday, gives almost unrestricted entry 
for hunters to all private property. The only exception is where crops might be dam¬ 
aged or where owners are rich enough to afford to put up high wire fences around their 
land. Even "no hunting" notices seen all over the countryside have no legal force. 

Public opinion already has been mobilized once against the yearly killing of 
the songbirds, but to no avail. In 1969 the netting of birds was banned, but only a 
year later the law was repealed thanks to the efforts of a Christian Democrat legis¬ 
lator and the bird hunting lobby. 

The World Wildlife Fund, the Italian Bird Protection League, and a conservatic 
body called Italia Nostra organized a national petition against the resumed slaughter 
of the songbirds, and more than half a million bjrd lovers signed. 

Under Italian law, that many signatures would be sufficient to launch a 
national referendum on the subject - and another public outcry seems in the offing, 
five years after the original collection of signatures for the petition. 

The bird slaughter represents big business for cartridge manufacturers. A 
million hunters each spending an average of $150 a year on ammunition adds up to a 
lot of money. The irony is that it apparently takes 32 grams of lead shot to kill 
what amounts to a target weighing only 10 grams. Where is the sport in that, opponent 
ask. 

submitted hv 
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NOTEWORTHY blRD RECORDS 

Number of species recorded to October 19, 1975 - 266 

-!i- - indicates first record for the year 
F - indicates first record for the migration 
L - indicates last record for the migration 


Homed Gre be 

Sep. 

26F 

149 Shell Pier to Guelph L. 

Ridout, Wormington 

Double-crested 

Sep. 

26 

3 North shore of Bay 

D. K. Powells 

Cormorant 

Oct.11, 15 

1 1 North shore; East end bayPowell, Wormington 

Great blue Heron 

Sep. 

24 

25 Dundas Marsh 

Dave 4 Thelma Powell 

Green He ron 

Oct. 

6 

1 0 rente 

Mark Jennings 

jol.-cr.Night H eronOct. 

14 

1 She reacres 

Mark Jennings 

American bittern 

Sep. 

29 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

Laurel & G. North 

Mute Swan. 

Oct. 

4 

6 bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Canada Goose 

Sep. 

24 F 

110 Cement Pier, Clarkson 

Alan Wormington 


Sep. 

26 

201 Nox v th shore of bay 

D. K. Powells 


Sep. 

27 

70 11 11 11 11 

11 n 11 

Gadwall 

Sep. 

24 

171 Rattray's; Clarkson 

Alan Wormington 

■blue-winged Teal 

Oct. 

12 

2 University Landing 

John Cumming 

American Wigeon 

Sep. 

24 

219 Rattray's to Clarkson 

Alan 'Wormington 

Redhead 

Sep. 24 

6l Clarkson 

Alan Wormington 

Greater Scaup 

Sep. 

24 

8 Cement Pier, Clarkson 

Alan Wormington 

Lesser Scaup 

Sep. 

24 

11 11 11 11 

II II M 


Oct. 

13 

13 North shore of bay 

D. K. Powells 

Common Goldeneye 

Sep. 

28 

3 Shell Pier, bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Oldsquaw 

Oct. 

17 

1 East end cf nay 

Alan Wormington 


Oct. 

18F 

600 Van Wagner'a beach 

Alan Wormington 

White-winged 

Sep. 

24 

1 North shore of bay 

D. K. Powells 

Scoter 

fflct. 

4 

3 Shell Pier, bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Surf Scoter 

Oct. 

17* 

150 Van Wagner'a beach 

Alan Wormington 


Oct. 

18 

200 » " . 11 " 

n 11 11 

black Scoter 

Oct. 

17* 

1 Van Wagner's beach 

Alan Wormington 

Ruddy Duck 

Sep. 

24 

4 North shore c,f bay 

D. K. Powells 


Oct. 

12 

47 west end of bay, 

Cumming; Powells 

Common Merganser 

Sep . 

24 

1 Clarkson 

Alan Wormington 

Red~br. Merganser 



SelfJla rR^n 

Alan Wormington 

Turkey Vulture 

Oct. 

11 

13 York Road 

David Copeland 


Oct. 

12 

3 North Shore Blvd. 

D. K. Powells 

Goshawk 

Sep. 

6F1 

imm. Spencer Creek 

Philip Walker 


Oct. 

12 ; 

2 ad. Woodland Cemetery 

David Copeland 

Sharp-shinned 

Aug. 

27F 

2 Mausoleum Curve 

Bob Curry 

Hawk 

Sep. 

21 

65 Rock Chapel 

Copeland, Epp, Smith 


Oct. 

11 

3 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

11 

8 RbG Arboretum 

David Copeland 


Oct. 

12 

6 Woodland Cemetery 

David Copeland 

Cooper's Hawk 

Sep 

22 

1 Westdale Park 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Sep. 

27 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

II II II M 


Sep. 

28 

1 bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

11 

5 RbG Arboretum 

David Copeland 


Oct. 

12 

2 Woodland Cemetery 

David Copeland 

Red-tailed Hawk 

Oct. 

11 

9 RBG Arboretum 

David Copeland 


Oct. 

12 

13 Woodland Cemetery 

David Copeland 

Re d-shoulde red 

Oct. 

11 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Hawk 

Oct. 

11 

3 RbG Arboretum 

David Copeland 
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Red-shouldered 

Oct. 

12 

Hawk 

Oct. 

14 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Aug. 

27F 


Sep. 

23 


Sep. 

23 


Sep. 

28 


Oct. 

2 


Oct. 

12 

R ough-legged Hawk Sep. 

22F 


Oct. 

12 

Golden Eagle 

Oct. 

12 1 

oald Eagle 

Oct. 

13 1 

Marsh Hawk 

Sep. 

23 


Oct. 

12 

Osprey 

Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

12 

Peregrine Falcon 

Sep. 

26f 


Sep. 

27 


Sep. 

29 

Merlin 

Sep. 

28 

American Kestrel 

Sep. 

21 


Sep. 

qw 


Sep. 

23 

Sora 

Oct. 

5 

American Coot 

Oct 

"12 


Oct. 

13 


Oct. 

19 

Semipal. Plover 

Oct. 

18 

A. Golden Plover 

Sep. 

27 

Spotted Sandpiper 

Oct. 

12 

Solitary Sandpiper 

Oct. 

7 

White-rumped 

Sep. 

26F 

Sandpiper 

Sep. 

28 


Sep. 

28 

^aird's Sandpiper 

Sep. 

26 

Stilt Sandpiper 

Sep. 

28 

Semipal.Sandpiper 

Oct. 

15 

Western Sandpiper 

Oct. 

11 

Marbled Godwit 

Sep. 

27 


Hudsonian Godwit 


Ruff 

Parasitic Jaeger 

Franklin's Gull 
Sa bine 1 s Gull 
Forster's Tern 

Common Tern 

Caspian Tern 


Sep. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Sep. 
Sep. 
Sep. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Sep. 
Oct. 
Sep. 
Sep. 
Sep. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Oct. 
Sep. 


28 

1 

7L 

27 

28 
28 

4 

5* 

24 

17 
30 
24 * 
27 

4 

18 
19 
29 


9 Woodland Cemetery 

2 Rt>G Arboretum 

1 Mausoleum Curve 
70 North Shore Blvd. 

122 RdG Arboretum 
30 Mausoleum Curve 
7 Woodland Cemetery 

3 North Shore Blvd. 

1 Dundas Marsh 

1 Woodland Cemetery 
ad. Woodland Cemetery 

imm. Woodland Cemetery 

2 North Shore olvd. 

3 Woodland Cemetery 
1 orente 

1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Lakeshore & o U rloak D 
1 University Landing 
1 University Landing 
1 Dundas Marsh 
20 Rock Chapel 
4 2North Shore olvd. 

17 RoG Arboretum 
1 Dundas Marsh 
50 Fast end of Bay 
63 North shore of bay 
300 La Salle Park 
1 Fast end of oay 
20 Dundas Marsh 
1 oronte 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 

4 East end of aay 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

5 off Rat Island 
12 East end of nay 

1 Dundas Marsh 

3 East end of nay 

1 University Landing 

1 Dundas Marsh 

2 Dundas Marsh 

4 Dundas Marsh 
1 Dundas Marsh 

40 Dundas Marsh 
52 Dundas Marsh 
6l at dusk " " 

48 Dundas Marsh 
1 U niversity Landing 
14 Beach Canal 
1 Van Wagner's oeach 
1 Dundas Ma rsh 
1 off Van Wagner's Beach 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1 Van Wagner's Beach 
1 Winona 
3 Dundas Marsh 


David Copeland 
David Copeland 
bob Curry 
D. K. Powells 
David Copeland 
Cumming, Hughes 
David Copeland 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
David Copeland 
Copeland, W. F. Smith 
Copeland, Westmore 
D. K. Powells 
David Copeland 
Mark Jennings 
Gumming, H ughes 
r. Alan Wormington 
Sharland, Westmore 
Philip Walker 
Larry oird, Copeland 
Copeland, Epp, Smith 
D. K. Powells 
David Coperand 
Robert Curry 
J. Cumming R. Hughe s 
D. K. Powells 
A. Wormington 
A. Wormington 
A. Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
A. Wormington 
Westmore, Wormington 
Curry & RuG Hike 
James Dowall 
Westmore, Wormington 
Jim Dowall 
A. Wormington 
Curry, Epp, McLaughlin 
Michael Sharland 
Pringle, Dowall 
Alfred Epp 
Alan Wormington 
Sharland, Westmore 
James Pringle 
James Dowall 
Alan Wormington 
Lea & Forbes Algar 
Christopher Escott 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
00 b Curry 

Alan Wormington 

11 11 m 11 

A. Wormington 
Chris Escott 
George & Laurel North 
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Screech Owl 

Oct. 

10 

1 Burlcak ‘Woods 

Mark Jennings 

Snowy Owl 

Oct. 

3F 

1 carton St. Centre 

fide Bob Finlayson 


Oct. 

7 

1 over Bay off Stelso 

Graham Harris 

Saw-whet Owl 

Oct. 

5F. 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

Alan Wormington 

Whip-poo r-will 

Sep. 

21 

2 Bronte 

Mark Jennings et al. 

Common Nighthawk 

Sep. 

23 

29 Dundas 

J. Chappie, M. Shivas 


Sep. 

30 

30 Dundas Marsh 

M. Jennings 


Oct .5 

, 7 

2, 1 Dundas Hydro & Marsh 

Curry, Wormington 


Oct. 

10 

1 McKittrick Bridge 

Chris Escott 

Chimney Swift 

Sep. 

30 

70 Dundas Marsh 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

10 

3 B.ronte 

M. Jennings 


Oct. 

11 

2 over Westdale 

Bob Curry 

R-th Hummingbird 

Sep. 

30 

1 857 Eagle Drive 

Laurel North 

Red-headed 

Oct. 

5 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 

Bob Curry 

Woodpecker 

Oct .8 

, 11 

1, 1 U.Middle Rd.; Bronte 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

11 

2 migrating Woodland Cem 

. Bob Curry 


Oct. 

13 

1 Woodland Cemetery 

David Copeland 

Pileated WoodpeckerSep. 

21 

1 Burloak Woods 

Trueman, Wormington 


Oct. 

15 

1 Oakville Creek 

Wormington 

Yellow-bellied 

Sep. 

11F 

1 32 Inverness Ave. W. 

Bob Sta mp 

Great Bacpsfceder 

Sep.33,25 

1, 1 Inverness W.; N. Shore 

Bob Sramp; Powells 

Flycatcher 

Sep. 

27 

1 Desjardins Canal 

A. Wormington 

Eastern Phoebe 

Sep. 

24F 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

D. K. Powells 

Yellow-bellied 

Sep. 

26 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

D . K. Powells 

Flycatcher 

Oct.10, 11 

1, 1 3 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Traill's FlycatcherSep. 

24 

1 Shoreacres 

Mark Jennings 

Least Flycatcher 

Sep. 

28 

3 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Eastern Wood 

Sep. 

26 

1 Burlington 

Mark Jennings 

Pewee 

Sep. 

28 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

Trueman, Wormington 

Tree Swallow 

Sep. 

28 

400 La Salle Park 

J. Gumming, R. H ughe 


Oct. 

12 

3 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Bank Swallow 

Sep. 

14 L 

4 Woc.dland Cemetery 

R. Curry, C. Escott 

Rcugh-w. Swallow 

Sep. 

28 

1 Dundas Hydro Station 

Bob Curry 

Barn Swallow 

Oct. 

11 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

Curry, Epp, Crins 

Cliff Swallow 

Sep. 

28 

2 Dundas Hydro Station 

R. Curry & RbG Hike 

Purple Martin 

Sep. 

28L 

1 La Salle Park 

Gumming, Hughes 

olue Jay 

Sep. 

23 

470 North Shore Blvd. 

D. K. Powells 

Plack-c. Chickadee Sep. 

28 

45 North Shore Blvd. 

D. K. Powells 

Tufted Titmouse 

Oct. 

4 

1 Dundas Marsh, willows 

Nina & Jerry Chappie 

White-breasted 

Sep. 

28 

19 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Nuthatch 

Sep. 

28 

215 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Red-breasted NuthatchSep.28 

13 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

House Wren 

Oct. 

16 

1 Bronte 

M?rk Jennings 

Winter Wren 

Oct. 

11 

64 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Carolina Wren 

Oct. 

5 

2 Sheridan Nursery 

Alan Wormington 


Oct. 

8 

1 Lot at Lakeshore School Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

16 

2 14-mi. Ck., Oakville 

Mark Jennings 

Long-b Marsh Wren 

Sep. 

21 

1 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Mockingbird 

Sep. 

26 

1 North Shore Blvd. 

Dave & Thelma Powell 


Sep. 

28 

2 Grimsby Beach 

George Meyers 

Gray Catbird 

Oct. 

11 

13 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Brown Thrasher 

Oct. 

11 

3 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

American Robin 

Oct.14, 15 

1 part albino Arboretum 

Cooeland; Campbell 

Weed Thrush 

Oct. 11 ,14 

2, 1 Bronte; Shoreacres 

Mark Jennings 


Oct. 

19 

1 Beach Canal 

Chris Escott 

Hermit Thrush 

Oct. 

11 

44 Bronte 

Mark Jennings 

Swainson's Thrugh 

Oct. 

11 

6, 3 Bronte; Westdale Park 

Jennings; Curry 



Vol. 29, Mg. 3 - -Gird Records (cent'd) 


Gray-cheeked 

Sep.20 ?4 

Thrush 

0g t. 

11 


Oct. 

11 


Oct, 

18 

Veery 

Sep. 

21 

Eastern nluebird 

Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

12 

Golden-c rowned 

Sep. 

IF 

Kinglet 

Sep. 

22 


Oct. 

10 

Ruby-crowned 

Oct. 

10 

Kinglet 

Oct. 

11 

Water Pipit 

0c t 

. 12 

Northern Shrike 

Oct. 

1?F 

Solita ry Vireo 

Sep. 

22F 


Oct. 

11 

Red-eyed Vireo 

Oct. 

11 

Philadelphia Virec 

Oct. 

4 


Oct. 

5 

warbling Vireo 

Sep. 

21 


Sep. 

28 

Black-and-white 

Oct. 

4 

Warbler 

Oct. 

11 

Tennessee Warbler 

Oct. 

15 


Oct. 

16 

Orange-crowned 

Sep. 

22 

Warbler 

Sep. 

24 


Sep. 

28 


Oct. 

15 

Nashville Warh ler 

Oct. 

16 


Oct. 

16 

Northern Parula 

Sep. 

22 

Warbler 

Oct. 

10, ] 

Yellow Warbler 

Oct. 

10L 

Mag nolia Warbler 

Sep. 

28 


Oct. 

16 

Cape May Warbler 

Sep. 

28 


Oc t. 

11 

Bl-th.nlue Warbler 

Oct. 

16 

nlack-throated Greefiep. 

28 

. Wa rbler 

Oct.. 

16 

■Blackburnian Warh. 

Oct. 15, M: 

Chestnut-sided W. 

Oct. 

16 

nay-breasted 

Sep. 

28 

. Warbler 

Oct. 

11 

Blockpcll warbler 

Oct. 

15 


Ccb. 

16 

Pine Warbler 

Sep. 

23 

Western Palm 

Sep. 

28 

Warbler 

Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

16 

Ovenbird 

Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

14 

N. Waterthrush 

Oct. 

7 


1, 2 North Shdre nlvd. 

2 nrente 

1 Dundas Marsh willows 
1 Dundas 

1 Burloak Woods 

2 Bronte 

1 Woodland Cemetery 
21 North She.re Blvd. 

1 Westdale Park 
1 Westdale Park 
95 Bronte 
280 Bronte 
35 North Shore nlvd. 

8 North Shore nlvd. 

1 Sheridan Nursery 
1 'Westdale Park 

9 -d rente 

1, 1 nrente; Westdale Park 
1 Dundas Marsh willows 
1 a rente 

1 Spencer Ck. at Marsh 
1 Sheridan Nursery 
1 Upper Middle Road 
1 Churchill Fields weeds 
16 Oakville Creek 
1 Burloak Weeds 
1 Westdale Park 
1 Shoreacros 
25 Sheridan Nursery 

3 Oakville Cre ek 
1 Burloak Woods 

1 North Shore rslvd. 

1 Westdale Park 
1 Burl: ak Weeds 
1 S of Burlcak Words 
23 Bronte 
1 ourleak Weeds 

1 Bronte 

2 North Shore nlvd. 

3 Burloak Woods 
10 B rente 

3 ourlcak Woods 
1, 1 Bronte, nurloak Woods 
1 ourloak Woods 
8 Bronte 

3 i.estdnl?, & Churchill I 
3 Bronte Harbour 
1 Indian Point 
1 North Shore Blvd. 

25 Sheridan Nursery 
3, 1 Bronte, North Shore 

1 Indian Point 

2 Burloak Woods 
1 Westdale Park 
1 Shoreacres 

1 Ben Veldhuis 1 , Dundas 


Dave & Thelma Powell 
Mark Jennings 

nob Curry 
Jerry Chappie 
Trueman, Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
neb Curry 
D. K. Powells 
nob Finlayson 
D. K. Pc.wells 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
D. K. Powells 
D. K. Pcwells 
Ridout, Wcnnington 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Mark Jennings 
Jennings; Curry 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Bob Curry 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
Bob Curry 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
D. K. Pcwells 
M. Jennings 
Alan Wormington 
Alan Wormington 
Mark Jennings 
D. K. Powells 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
rt'b Curry 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
'iolos Dob Curry 
Mark Jennings 
Chris Fjscott 
Dave & TEhlihajaPSwelll 
Trueman, Wormington 
Jennings, Powells 
Chris Escott 
Mark Jennings 
tfob Curry 
Mark Jennings 
Finlayson, Wormington 



Vol. 29, Nol 3 - pjrd Records (cont'd) 


Mourning Warbler 

Sep. 

21 


Oct. 

5 


0c t, 

. 11 

Wilson's Warbler 

Oct. 

5 


Oct. 

11 

Canada Warbler 

Sep. 

26 


Oct. 

10 

American Redstart 

Oct. 

11 

bobolink 

Sep. 

14L 

Rusty Blackbird 

Sep. 

7F 

Scarlet Tanager 

Oct. 

6 

Rose-breasted 

Sep. 

4 

Grosbeak 

Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

13 

Indig o Bunting 

Oct. 

5 


Oct. 

11 

Ev ening Gr osb eak 



Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

12 

Purple Finch 

Sep. 

23 


Oct. 

11 

Pine Siskin 

Sep. 

29F 


Oct. 

12 

Rufous-sided 

Sep. 

25F 

Tow hee 

Oct. 

11 

Savannah Sparrow 

Oct. 

5 

Vesper Sparrow 

Oct. 

5 

Sharp-tailed Sparrc 

'■W 

Ammospiza 

Oct. 

5* 

caudacuta altera 

Oct. 

11 


Oct. 12 

Ammuspiza Oct. 5 * 


caudacuta nelsoni 

Oct. 

11 

Tree Sparrow 

Oct. 

11F 

White-crowned 

Sep. 

24F 

Sparrow 

Sep. 

28 


Oct. 

11 

White-throated 

Sep. 

28 

Sparrow 

Oct. 

11 

Fox Sparrow 

Sep. 

28F 


Sep. 

28 


Oct. 

11 

Lincoln's Sparrow 

Sep. 

28 


Oct. 

11 


Oct. 

17 

Lapland Longspur 

Sep. 

28F 


1 Ancaster 
1 Burl oak Woods 
1 p rente Woods 
1 Sheridan Nursery 
1 Burlcak Woods 
1 North Shore Blvd. 

1 nurloak Woods 
1 nurloak Woods 
1 Woodland Cemetery 
1 Dundas Hydro Station 
1 Shoreacres 

17 T.H &B. tracks at 1( 
1 rsrente Woods 

1 Ancaster 
1 nrente Woods 
1 old Dundas Dump 

45 Bronte 

18 North Shor'- nlvd. 

35 North Shore r>lvd, 

275 rB'IrbhhSBhroi? iWLvd. 

190 migrating over Dundas 
1 over 857 Eagle Drive 
18 North Shore Blvd. 

1 North Shore clvd. 

10 N rente 

15 Sheridan Nursery 
10 Sheridan Nursery 


R. Curry, Ch. Wood 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Alan Wcrmington 
Mark Jennings 
Da.ve & Thelma. Powell 
Mark Jennings 
Mark Jennings 
Bob Curry 
Bob Curry 
Mark Jennings 
- Philip Walker 
Mark Jennings 
Bob Curry 
Mark Jennings 
nob Curry 

Mark Jennings 
D. K. Powells 
D. K. Powells 
D. K. Powells 
Marsh peb Curry 
George. W. North 
D. K. Powells 
D. K. Powells 
Mark Jennings 
Alan Wormingtcn 
Alan Wcrmington 


4 Dundas Marsh 
3 Dundas Marsh 
3 Dundas Marsh 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1 Dundas Marsh 
1 Bronte Woods 

3, 1 North chore; Clarkson 
200 Sheridan Nursery 
66 orente 

800 . Sheridan Nursery 
212 jd rente 

1 North Shore clvd. 

1 Sheridan Nursery 
11 oronte 

20 Sheridan Nursery 
1 o rente 

1 Sheridan Nursery 

5 Sheridan Nursery 


Robert H. Curry 

ii n n 

J. Dewall et al. 

Robert H. Curry 

Jack H anna, Doug Hanna 

Mark Jennings 

Powell; Wcrmington 

Trueman, Wcrmington 

Mark Jennings 

Wcrmington, Trueman 

Mark Jennings 

Dave & Thelma Powell 

Trueman, Wcrmington 

Mark Jennings 

Trueman, Wcrmington 

Mark Jennings 

W<rmington, Ridout 

Trueman, Wcrmington 


grratum — Vol. 29, No. 2, page 37 reads: 

Nashville Warbler Apr. 20-::- Spencer Ck. at Hwy. 102 Philip Walker 

should read : 

Nashville Warbler Apr. 30* 1 Spencer Ck. at Hwy. 102Philip Walker 


Please send your records <:n the 10th of each month to George W. North 
857 Eagle Drive, Burlington, Ont., L7T 3A3, or phone 634-5463 
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